A Partial Listing of Historical & Genealogical

Resources for Western Massachusetts
(Compiled by Barbara Pelissier for the Pioneer &allistory Network)

Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfield MA (located at the Pittsfield Publidokary)

“With the help of the BFHA (see below), the BerkshAthenaeum has built one of the
finest collections of genealogical research mateasailable on New England forebears.
Our greatest strength is in Massachusetts, Comueci¥ermont and early Rhode Island
resources, and we are working hard to strengthencollections of Maine and New
Hampshire materials while updating and filling mrmany gaps as possible. In addition,
we have materials on adjacent New York counties @abe Hudson River, Quebec, and
other areas from which New Englanders came anctohvwthey moved on.”

Address: The Athenaeum is located within the RetidfPublic Library located at:
1 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201

Phone: (413) 499-9480

Email pittsref@cwmars.org

Website: http://www.berkshire.net/PittsfieldLibrary/lhg/

Berkshire Family History Association (BFHA) publishes Berkshire Genealogist, a
compilation of censuses, indices, reports, cemeatedychurch records, etc. pertaining to
the Berkshire area of Massachusetts Past isswes {f978) of the publication have been
indexed. See a listing at:http://www.berkshire.net/~bfha/berkshiregenealokistl.
The BFHA has a very close relationship with the dlo¢listory and Genealogy
Department of theBerkshire Athenaeunfsee above), and the majority of the BFHA
records and documents can be found there.

Address: BFHA, P.O. Box 1437, Pittsfield, MA @2
Email: BFHA President Donald Lutes at: lutes@dBhire.net
Website: http://www.berkshire.net/~bfha/

Clerks of Cities and Towns can provide you with birth, death, tax information
selectmen’s/city council minutes, maps, and a taé other records depending on the
town. For a listing of clerks in Mas#ittp://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleclk/clkidx.htm




Connecticut Valley Historical Museum The museum’s Genealogy and Local History
Library include the Ellis Island records, the Ldisdndex, over 30,000 genealogy books,
36,500 microforms, 40,000 photos and 2.5 milliomwoents, including diaries, deeds,
account books, and land transfer documents. Tikeramall admission fee.

Address: If driving, the CVHM is located at th@uadrangle Museums”
Mailing Address: CVHM, 220 State Street, SprinigfjeVlA 01103

Phone: (413) 263-6800, x 308 (archives) x 483 égkgy and/or local history)
Web Sitehttp://www.springfieldmuseums.org/museums/history/

Conte Federal Archives (see listing foiSIvio Conte Federal Archives, below)

County Registry of Deeds house land purchases and sales, bank mortgages, @ila
land and other (often historic) maps. Most officeske copies for you, for a price. For a
listing of the location and contact for all regist; by county, see:
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/rod/rodidx.htnto determine the county you want, see:
http://www.mass.gov/?pagelD=mg2homepage&L =1&L 0=H&sid=massgov2

County Probate Court Offices house records of everything that's gone througtvae
from divorce records, wills, appointments of execsit{often contain lists of next of kin),
estate/personal inventories (“treasure trovesQallguardianships, etc. Old documents
may not be placed on copy machines because of fitagjiie condition, but may be
photographed if you seek advance permission froenRegistrar and her/his clearance
thru building security. In your research, rementhat you have a right to view and copy
these public records. For a listing of the locatamd contact information for all courts,
by county, seehttp://www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/couwtstsalphah-n.html
to determine the county you want, see:
http://www.mass.gov/?pagelD=mg2homepage&L =1&L 0=H&sid=massgov2

Five Colleges Archives and Manuscript Collections for Smith College, Hampshire
College, Amherst College, Mount Holyoke College ahd Univ. of Massachusetts at
Amherst: Primary Resource Guide at: http://asteria.fivecolleges.edu/help/intro.html

Forbes Library & Hampshire Room Archive The library is the archive for the
Hampshire Gazette/Daily Hampshire Gazette and has a complete set of that publication
on microfilm. 4 microfilm readers are available fublic use (no library card required).



The Hampshire Room is a repository of books, manusgriptaps, diaries, account
books, letters, papers, and broadsides which atiethe history oNorthampton and
the neighboring towns of Hampshire County. Of spldaterest to colonial historians are
the Hampshire Room’s account book collection (thdiest dating from 1636); its map
collections; and the Jonathan Judd diaries, Dapiebbins diaries, and Caleb Strong
letters, which detail particulars of Shays’s Raball Among religious collections are a
small but significant gathering of Jonathan Edwamdd Solomon Stoddard manuscripts,
and sermons of their contemporaries. The jewehefbrbes Library collection is the
fifty-six volume Judd Manuscript. Compiled by Sy$ter Judd (1789-1860), antiquarian
and editor of theHampshire Gazette, the Manuscript consists of handwritten copies of
original documents including town records and pspportions of diaries, genealogical
materials, military papers, account book excerptgious records, Native American
materials, and other significant records of theiqoefrom roughly 1630 to 1800. The
Judd Manuscript details the history of towns of fBennecticut River Valley from
northern Connecticut to the Vermont border. Its mimgortant volumes are indexed, and
it is a major source of primary records, uniquésrdepth and breadth.

Address: 20 West Street, Northampton, MA 01060
Phone: Reference Desk: (413) 587-1012 Gurgtl3) 587-1014
Website:http://www.forbeslibrary.org/research/index.php?regiMHomePage

Jones Library Special Collections, Amherst, MA (located at the Amherst Public

Library) The collections at the Jones Library are an exaefieurce for researching local
history, particularly for the town of Amherst. Itolises an excellent collection of
materials for genealogical research. Much of thédemal is secondary sources, like town
histories, but there is some printed primary sourcgerial as well, including 19th-

century vital statistics for many Massachusettsnwlhe Jones Library holds very
significant collections relating to the literary koof Emily Dickinson, Robert Francis,

and Robert Frost, including original manuscriptee3e collections are not included in
this guide, bufull finding aids are availablein the library.

Address: 43 Amity Street, Amherst, MA 01002
Phone: (413) 256-4090
Website: http://www.joneslibrary.org/specialcollections/

Massachusetts Archives A web listing of the Archive’s holdings may be falmt:
http://www.sec.state.ma.us./arc/arcpdf/sumhold.pdisitors are welcome, and a reading
room and duplication services are available on siequests for information may be
directed to the telephone and e-mail addressesl listlow:

Address: 220 Morrissey Blvd., Boston MA 02125
Phone: (617) 727-2816
E-Mail: archives@sec.state.ma.us




Website: www.sec.state.ma.us./arc

New England Historic Genealogical Society has extensive databases, manuscripts and
publications available, as well as an on-site netebbrary with genealogists available to
assist patrons. Online library searches can be @in http://library.nehgs.org/ See
library hours of operation listed online or calf foformation.

Address: 101 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116
Phone: (888) 296-3447 Mon-Fri 9-5

E-Mail (For Member Serviceg)cusson@nehgs.org
Website: http://www.newenglandancestors.org

Silvio Conte Federal Archives, in Pittsfield MA is the western Massachusetts regb
the National Archives and Records AdministrationABA). Its holdings include
microfilm census for all states from 1790-1930, &k indexes to the 1880, 1900 and
1920 censuses and partial Soundex indexes to th@ aAd 1930 censuses; military
service, pension and bounty land warrant recordb@iRevolutionary War and Regular
Army registers of enlistment from 1798-1914 andsp@m indexes for service from 1815-
1861 and regulars and volunteers in the War of 18i2; naturalization petitions from
New England from 1791-1906, index to petitions aacbrds of the U.S. District Court,
1906-1966, and U.S. Circuit Court 1906-1911 for Béam$usetts, etc.; manifests of
passengers into various east coast ports, sometistlnd Gulf Coast ports (1820-1874)
and St. Albans, VT through Canadian Pacific andaitit ports 1895-1954; African
American genealogical records relating to slave82011863, useful genealogical
research materials pertaining to Native Americaagointments of postmasters from
1832-1950, post office reports, Russian consulaterds in the U.S. 1861-1922, etc.
See:http://www.archives.gov/northeador the Pittsfield, Boston, MA, and New York
City, NY Federal Archive webpages or e-mail theviBilConte Federal Archives directly
(below) for more information.

Address: 10 Conte Drive, Pittsfield, MA 01201382
Phone: (413) 236-3600

E-Mail: Pittsfield.archives@nara.gov

Website: http://www.archives.gov/northeast/pittsfield/

University of Massachusetts W.E.B. DuBois Library — The library’s holdings on
Massachusetts and western New England are extengitle an emphasis on the lost
towns of Quabbin. Seéttp://www.library.umass.edu/spcoll/collectionsiatal.htm

Address: 154 Hicks Way, Amherst, MA 01003-9275
Phone: (413) 545-2780
Website: http://www.library.umass.edu/spcoll/




Additional Online Resources for Massachusetts ohelu

The New England Historic Genealogical Society, at:
http://www.newenglandancestors.ogdfers free access to their archive from the
following locations which have subscriptions: T@ennecticut Valley Historical
Museum in Springfield, Forbes Library in Northampt#nd Jones Library in Amherst
(all listed, above)

http://www.rootsweb.com/~magenweolick on a Massachusetts county to locate
individual town records, cemetery listings (oftertatiogued), and other vital records.

Additional Massachusetts weblinks, including linkssome Massachusetts Historical
Societies, can be found &ttp://www.rootsweb.com/roots-lI/USA/ma.html

http://capecodhistory.us/Mass1890/Massachusettgtéardtm Nason’'s Gazetteer of
Massachusetts — searchable online
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